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PREFACE.

MAaNY years have elapsed since the Editor of this work formed
the design of publishing a translation of the General Councils.
The advantage, or necessity, of studying the Councils, as one of
the chief records of the faith, morals, and discipline of the
Church; as the main basis and exponents of canon law; as
containing much of the history of the Church and of heresy ;
and finally, as forming part of that deposit of doctrine and
practice, which so many are called upon to receive in the Pro-
fession of Faith of Pius IV.; furnished motive enough to regard
the undertaking as one of importance and general utility. And
it was also thought, that a work of this class would be accept-
able and advantageous, not only to the ecclesiastical student,
but also to all who may wish to make themselves acquainted
with the real doctrines of the Catholic Church, as stated and
defined, not by individuals, but by her assembled prelates,
secured from error, in matters of faith, by the promised assist-
ance of the Holy Spirit, when thus representing in Council the
entire Church of God.
The Council of Trent has been first prepared for press,
“because that Council is of more immediate use for the present
times ; as the errors of the Innovators of the sixteenth century
are there condemned, and the Catholic doctrine is there also
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stated, on the chief points which still unfortunately separate so
many from our communion; and also because the decrees of
discipline and reformation, published by that Council, embody
the leading principles of Canon Law, by which the government
and polity of the Church are, in a great measure, now regulated.

This latter consideration weighed much with the Editor, in
inducing him to proceed at once. with this last of the General
Councils. The times were said to be ripe for a restoration, in
this country, of the ordinary discipline of the Church, as regards
bishops and clergy ; or, at all events, it appeared to many, that
the day could not be far distant, when such a consummation
must be looked for; and when, therefore, it would become, or
was becoming, necessary, to enable all, readily and easily, to
study the true duties and rights which they would, perhaps
soon, be called upon to exercise. |

It only remains to notice such details, in the execution of the
* work, as may be thought likely to interest the reader.

1. The edition of the Council used, is Le Plat’s copy(*) of
the authentic edition, published at Rome in 1564. .

2. Neither time, nor labour, has been spared to render the
translation as faithful a transeript as possible of the original;
the most minute accuracy being essential to the value of a work
of this character. Hence, the translation will be found to be a
literal, and, as far as was attainable, a verbatim representation
of the words of the Council; and where those words seemed,
either susceptible of a somewhat different rendering, or to con-
* vey some slight shade of meaning not capable of being repro-
duced in our language, they have been uniformly placed in the
margin. ’

{*) Antwerpiwe, 1779. This edition is very valuable, on account of its vast
mass of various rehdings; and the catalogues of the Fathers present at the Sessions.
Two of those lists will be found in an Appendix at the close of this volume.
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8. Many notes, and especially numerous references to pre-
vious Councils, had been prepared, to elucidate the meaning of
the Council ; but, after much reflection, they have been, almost
entirely, suppressed ; for fear of infringing on a wisc and exten-
sive prohibition, issued in thc Bull of Confirmation, against
glosses, and other such attempts at illustrating the decrees of
the Council. Such, then, is the gencral character, or what it
has been the Editor's endeavour to render the character, of this
the first translation(*) of the Council of Trent into the English
language ; but should any passage, or word, be discovered, or
be thought, to be less accurately translated, than might be
wished, the translator will feel grateful to have the place pointed
out to him, that he may give the suggested emendation a candid
consideration, and adopt it if advisable.

4. To the canons and decrees are prefixed two historical
essays. The first of those pieces treats of the causes and events
which immediately preceded and occasioned the convocation of
the Council ; whilst the second essay is a connected narrative of
the proceedings of the assembled prelates and theologians, prepa-
ratory to each Session. The one gives the history of the times;
the other of ‘the Council; and the second especially will, it is
believed, be found useful in elucidating many phrases and
canons, and in fixing the meaning of passages and decrees
" which might labour under some obscurity, if considered only as
they stand in the text. In fact, without an intimate acquaintance
with the debates in the congregations, which prepared for and
preceded the public Sessions, it would be difficult, or impossible,
to form a just and an accurate judgment on the form of words

(b) An anonymous translation appeared in 1687 ; but it is so unfaithful and even
ludicroysly absurd, that it must be regarded rather as a burlesque, than a transla-
tion, of the decrees.
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used in several of the most important decrees, especially of
discipline and reformation.

5. In compiling both the external and internal history of the
Council of Trent, continued use has been made of the noble
work of Pallavicino ;(°) and as nearly all the leading facts and
statements are derived from that authentic record, it has not
been thought necessary to load the margin with references;
almost every important circumstance, narrated in the essays,
being capable of being confirmed by reference to that work.

J. WATERWORTH.

NEWARK, May 22nd, 1848.

() Istoria del Concilio di Trento, Roma, 1657.



HISTORY

THE COUNCIL OF TRENT.

——

Part JFivst,

CHAPTER 1

Introduction, object of.—Fra Paolo's and Pallavicino's
histories of the Council of Trent.—Luther—State of the
Church.—Julius Il.; Pisa and Lateran ; the Pontiff’s
wars and expenses.—Resolves to rebuild the Vatican Basi-
lica,—Proclaims an Indulgence.

In the following pages, it is not merely intended to
sketch an outline of those events which preceded and led
to the convocation of the Council of Trent; to trace its
outward progress and the obstacles which it encountered
when summoned ; but the object of the writer will also be,
to furnish such observations and facts as may serve to
illustrate many of the canons and decrees which form the
present volume. This Introduction, therefore, will be as
much occupied with the internal, as with the external
history of the Council; as much with phrases and their
history, as with facts ; though the limits of such an essay
will require that both be touched briefly and rapidly.

A detailed history of the Council would, indeed, be a
valuable addition to our English literature. Yet, though
the English version of Fra Paolo’s skilful, but unfair, re-
presentation of that important event, is of easy access to
the English reader, and though his statements have been
copied by a host of servile followers; the laborious and
authentic history by Pallavicino has neither- been made

B
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accessible by translation, nor has the substance of it been
presented in the more pleasing form of an original narra-
tive, based on his minute investigation of the records and
acts of the Council, and of the writings and letters of the
eye-witnesses of this last, but, perhaps, most important, of
the General Councils of the Church. This is the more
to be wondered at and lamented, when we reflect, that the
defection of Luther, and the rapid diffusion of his opinions
or principles,—gathering in their course not individuals
only, but whole cities and states, and threatening in turn
almost every nation of Christendom,—are events, not
only of great interest and importance in themselves, as
filling one of the most curious pages in the history of
religion, at a time when causes of unexperienced and vast
power and magnitude gave an almost unexampled impulse
to the human mind ; but are, in their consequences, events
so deeply felt and active, even in our days, that we see
them influencing, more or less, and in various forms, the
opinions, the practice, and the destiny of whole nations,
even after the expiration of more than three hundred
ears.

y But we must proceed, at once, from these wider views,
to the more limited sketch before us; and, as the early
history of Luther may be found, in sufficiently correct
detail, in any of the numerous records of his chequered
life, we will begin at that part of his career which has
direct reference to the events which it is our immediate
object to depict.

It was not till the year 1517, that is, when Luther was
thirty-four years of age, and eleven years after his profes-
sion as an Augustinian monk, that any proposition actually
opposed to the faith, or practice, of the Church emanated
from his pen. There was, at that time, a profound peace
throughout the Western Church. Hardly a remnant of
any of the ancient heresies disturbed the general tranquil-
lity : a few obscure and uneducated followers of the errors
or impieties of the Vaudois, and here and there an ad-
herent of Wickliff, were the only dissenters from the



COUNCIL OF TRENT. il

Church. The schism, that had convulsed the Church
under Julius - II., had been happily terminated by the
death of that Pontiff; his successor, Leo X., had sup-
pressed the Synod of Pisa; concluded and secured tflc
acceptation of the Council of Lateran; and received the
submission of the schismatic Cardinals, and that of their
supporter, the French King, Louis X. But, in the midst
of this tranquillity, the Church still felt the trembling
agitation pro(huce(g' by those events ; some of the demands
and professed objects of the Synod of Pisa,—which was,
after all, but a faint type of the Councils of Constance
- and Basil,—were rather suppressed and smothered under
the schismatical character of that assembly, than settled
and satisfied ; so that, though the ecclesiastical reforma-
tion which it demanded, by being sought for in an im-
proper manner, was not only not accomplished, but was
rendered suspicious even, in the eyes of many; yet was it
evident, that the evils complained of must be encountered,
and a searching remedy applied, at no distant period, to
the abuses that had crept into ecclesiastical government ;
to the rank vices engendered by ages of civil and unsparin
wars ; and to that license and confusion which a convulse
state of society uniformly creates in the discipline and
outward character of the Church.

Moreover, the continued wars of Julius had not only
exhausted the Papal treasury, but had forced him to have
recourse to extraordinary methods of raising money from
the various Christian nations ; and when, in his declining
years, he resolved to rebuild the Basilica of St. Peter, in
a style of magnificence, suited to his own character, and to
the dignity of that Apostle, he had not only himself, in
order to raise the necessary and enormous supplies, to
employ agents and means but little suited to the spirit of
the times ; but he left a similar legacy to his successor ;
who soon saw that there was no other resource left him,
than to have recourse to a similar agency.(2) The gor-

(2) Pallavicino, T. 1. L. 1. c.ii
B 2
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geous designs of Bramante were in exact accordance with

the spirit of Leo; whose ideas of splendour, and whose
recklessness of expense exceeded, if possible, those of his
redecessor; and the newly elected Pontiff soon found
Eimself, like that predecessor, compelled to apply for the
alms of the fa.ithig], in order to carry out the splendid

"project ; to complete, that is, such an edifice, as seemed

to him alone worthy of the centre of Christianity and the
ancient mistress of the world. Surrounded as he was
with the brightest ornaments of his age, as far as secular
learning is concerned, he had not, as yet, promoted, in an
equal degree, the more solid parts of learning which
were needed by his position; so that there were few
around him, either to warn him of the danger of the
step which he was about to take, or when it was taken, to
detgnd his interests, and those of the Church, against the
opposition which it created, and the perverted use which

- was soon made of the abuses, caused by the cupidity and

mismanagement of the Questors.(?)

CHAPTER II.

Leo X. proclaims an Indulgence.—Agents ; and object.
—Luther’s opposition.—His letter to the Archhishop of
Mainz.—Hiis theses.—Tetzel's reply burnt at Wittembery.
—Eck.— Prierio.—Maximilian’s reference to Rome.—
The Elector of Saxony.

We have said that Leo but followed the example of
Julius, in offering certain spiritual privileges, under the
name of an Indulgence, to those who should lend their aid
towards building the Vatican Basilica. This fact deserves
attention, as it removes a popular prejudice on this subject,
—that Luther’s opposition originated in Leo’s deviation

() Ib. L. c.
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from the custom of consigning such Indulgences solely to
the Augustinians. Julius, in fact, had commissioned
Girolamo Torniello, a Vicar General of the Minor Obser-
vants, and through him the Franciscans of his vicariate,
to preach and recommend this indulgence to the faithful ;
confining it, however, to the twenty-five provinces com-
grised within the jurisdiction of that Prelate. Upon the

eath of his first agent, which took place in 1508, the
Pontiff delegated in his stead, in 1510, Francesco Zeno,
who had succeeded Torniello in his authority as a Reli;
gious.(¢) The term of this indulgence was originally
limited to a year, but was afterwards enlarged, and made
revocable at pleasure ; and it had the same object in view
as that promulgated by Leo,—the obtaining of alms
towards rebuilding the Vatican Church.

It has been often asserted, that the opposition of Luther
arose from the farming out of this grant; and especially
because this commission was given, in Saxony, contrary
to the usual custom, to the Dominicans. Both these sup-
positions seem devoid of truth. For Luther nowhere
assigns this farming out of the Indulgence by Leo,—in
conformity with previous usage, and a not unfrequent
method of levying taxes in certain states,—as a cause of
his opposition, nor does Sleidan make any such represen-
tation for him; and we have already seen that Julius had
employed the Franciscans to disseminate his Indulgences;
whereas the Teutonic Knights had, about the same time,
made use of the services of the Dominicans.

It is also to be remarked, that the Indulgences were not,
as is commonly said, promulgated by Leo, for the Chris-
tian world, but for various specified districts only; that
those Indulgences were of various kinds and of different
tenor; and further, that the letters Apostolic granting
them were expedited, if not wholly, at least for the most

(c) Upon the death of Zeno, various other Franciscans were employed. For
their names, and other particulars, and the extension of the Indulgence to the
Swiss cantons, see Pallav. L. c.
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part, in the year 1514, and the early part of 1515, and
promulgated in 1516 ; whereas Luther’s opposition did
not openly begin, until the year 1517. Neither is it to
be omitted, that the appointment of any Religious Order
- as his agents, in Germany, was not the work of Leo.
That Pontiff selected, as his delegate, Albert of Branden-
burg, archbishop-elector of Mainz, and bishop of Magde-
burg ; who consigned the promulgation to John Tetzel, a
Dominican, who had been successfully employed by the
Teutonic Knights, for a similar purpose. '
There seems, however, no doubt, that the Augustinians,
though not deprived of a privilege which they had a pre-
scriptive right to .expect, were disappointed, and otherwise
disposed, from some unknown cause, to cavil, and look
mtﬁoa watchful eye, at the proceedings of the Dominicans ;
and to condemn any excesses, into which their zeal, or
covetousness, might drive them.(4) s
Having thus corrected- the usual misstatements as re-
gards the Indulgences promulgated by Leo, we have to
return to Luther, who had, in his character as professor of
Philosophy at Wittemberg, already begun to show a dis-
position to change and to dogmatize. He had conceived
a disrelish for the prevailing philosophy of Aristotle, and
the scholastic system of St. Thomas; and burning already,
it is said, though for what cause does not seem clear, with
a fierce hatred against the court of Rome, he was eager
and able to seize on the reputed exaggerations of Tetzel
and his compeers, in the matter of Indulgences, to vent
his bile against a rival order, and through them against
the Roman court; to obtain notoriety for himself; to in-
dulge his humour for novelty; and to appear in the
attractive character of a zealot and a reformer. Luther’s
character is impressed on almost every page of his writings,
and on the great events of his hfe. To considerable
learning, acquired by patient study under able masters, he
united great intrepidity, fertility of resource, singular readi-

(9) For the above details, see Pallav. L. 1. c. iii.
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ness of plain but nervous language and metaphor; fond-
~ ness of applause, coupled with an unbounded love of self
and of authority, which burst forth almost into frenzy
against those of his party who dared oppose him; and
above all a truculent ferocity of abuse, which, throughout
his whole career, he heaped, without consideration of
eminence of rank, or person, or character, upon every foe,
or former friend.

Luther began his opposition to Indulgences, in private
discourses and public sermons; instigated to this, it is
said, by certain superiors of his Order;(¢) professing his
abhorrence of the avarice of Rome; and magnifying his
own love of truth,—though, in his letters,(f) he himself,
years afterwards, acknowledges, that he was not actuated
in the least by those motives, but solely by hatred of the
Roman court. . .

He next proceeded to more open remonstrance ; and
addressed a letter to the archbishop-elector of Mainz ;
representing to him, that the Questors were reported, for
o himselfi
the people, in order to increase the value of their Indul-
gences, that, let them but give their alms abundantly, they
were sure of heaven, as being freed at once from all guilt
and from all necessity of further satisfactions for their
sins. He then proceeds to instruct the archbishop ; in-
forming him, that such statements were directly contrary
to the Scriptures, especially to the language of St. Peter,
who teaches that hardly is the just man saved, and re-
minds him of the warning words of Amos and Zacharias,
who compare the elect to brands plucked from the burning.
Next he assures him, that Indulgences are nothing more
than the remission of the canonical penances, which, as
the Church had imposed them, so had she relaxed them,
and could fix her own conditions for a participation in that
relaxation. He warns the Elector, that a tract was circu-

() Pall. L. 1. c. iv.
(f) Pall. Ib. referring to his letter to the people of Stiasburgh.

e knew nothing, to be falsely proclaiming to '
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lated in his name, in which the false position was main-
tained, that, by contributing their alms, and profiting by
the Indulgence, the faithful were not only able to receive
absolution from any confessor, but to receive that absolution
and the pardon of their sins, without repentance on their
parts. ’Fhe love of truth would not suffer him to remain
silent, or to refrain from imploring the Elector to ::,ipdplx a
remedy to these evil opinions and practices. He added to
this letter a list of propositions on the matter of Indul- .
- gences, and the kindred subjects, which he begged the
Elector to read.

If Luther, by this letter, meant to affect the appearance
. of submitting the matter complained of to the constituted
ecclesiastical superiors, his rashness, or hypocrisy, was
made manifestin a very plain manner : for, without waiting
for an answer, or giving those authorities time to examine
into the alleged abuses, he, on the very day, the last of
October, on which his letter to the Elector is dated, pub-
lished those very propositions,—amounting, according to
one calculation, to 95, and according to another, to 97,—
some of which were manifest truths, whilst others aimed at
subverting all faith in Indulgences, and, as a consequence,
all confidence in those adversaries of his own Order, who
preached up their efficacy. Those propositions, or ques-
. tions, are so well known that there is no need of giving
them in full; but it may be remarked, that, so far from
confining himself to denunciations of the abuses of the
Questors, he at once in reality denied the value and effi-
cacy of Indulgences, and advanced numerous errors on the
_ subject of Purgatory and Penance, in so far as those doc-

trines are connected with that of Indulgences; and inter-
larded his objections with numerous pieces of irony and
Fleasantry, which, however sophistical and li)alpably ndicu-
ous to the eye of the scholar, were calculated to raise a
laugh, or a doubt in the mind of the poor and uneducated.
Thus, amongst other similar things, he reminds the people
of the riches of the Sovereign Pontiff, though in fact Eis
poverty was well known ; and assures them, that such is
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the virtue of the Pope, that he ought not, and, he was
sure, was not willing, to raise the Basilica of St. Peter’s
" yout of the flesh and bones of his flock ;(8) knowing well,
motwithstanding, that the alms were perfectly volunta‘g,
o d that the mite of the poor was as acceptable to
mighty God, as the more abounding contributions of the
xich. He asks, why, if the Pope have the power, he does
not at once free all souls from Purgatory ; a question
which would equally apply to the Prince who has the
power of emptying his prisons of repentant and minor
criminals. owever, such was his usual method, through
life, of apj)ealing to the passions and prg'ludices of the
vulgar, and of wounding his adversaries by the envenomed
darts of insult and irony; of which the above specimen
will suffice, and is given as a test of the nature of the
spirit that moved him, and of the character of his
apostleship. ' '

Luther proposed, and preached on, those same propo-
sitions, on that same evening, the Vigil of All Saints, in
the magnificent church lately dedicated to their honour,
by Frederick, Elector of Saxony; and, at the same time,
caused them to be printed and circulated throughout
Germany. All this he did, at first, with. some degree of
moderation and hesitation ; professing at every turn his
readiness to submit to the judgment of the Catholic
Church. Whether that modesty and submissiveness were
real, or affected, matters to our purpose but little ; it is
enough to remark that, at a much later period, he declared
that he had no intention of proceeding further than that
first step, and that the revolution which he effected had its
origin in chance.(t) The reader will decide for himself
how far this is compatible with a divine message, and
tallies with the language of Christ and the conduct and
preaching of the apostles. i

We have now seen the first step taken by Luther in

(8) Propos. 50.
(b) Pall. i. c. v., referring to the Preface to vol. 1 of Luther’s works.
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the dim region of change and doubt ; his professions,
notwithstanding, of submission to Church authority; we
will now briefly observe the progress made in the same
direction, until he arrived at the complete denial of all
infallible authority; and thus, overthrowing all certainty
of religious faith, became the parent of a hundred sects ;
living even to see his own system repudiated and ridiculed :
his own authority and guidance despised by men as bole
as himself, who but acted on his principles; until faith
shrunk into opinion, and the short wand of weak and
erring reason became the ever-varying measure of the
stupendous, unchanging, and ineffable revelations of the
Divine mind.

Tetzel, being the one most directly aimed at and
ridiculed by Luther, replied, from Frankfort, to the pro-
positions of Luther, with sufficient show of theologicak
learning ; but, eight hundred copies of his answer which
reached Wittemberg, were publicly burnt in the open
market-place, in the presence of the students of &at
university ; and yet Luther declares, that neither he, the
Duke, nor the magistrates, were cognizant of that acté:)
But a more formidable opponent soon appeared in the
person of Eck, vice-chancellor of Ingolstadt; a man pos-
sessed of many of the dpeculiar qualities of Luther; ready,
resolute, eloquent, and deeply skilled in all the niceties of
the Scholastics; and hitherto the fast friend of the inno-
vator. He denounced him now, however, as a heretic,
and galled him to the quick with his pungent satire, and
weight of argument. Luther affected indeed to despise
him ; replied with tenfold bitterness and virulence; but
his private letters show(k) that such were not his real sen-
timents, and that, whilst he respected, he feared his new
antagonist. Time showed that his opinion of Eck was
well founded ; for, of all his opponents, none clung to him
with greater tenacity, or cost tﬂe reformer greater efforts,
even to cope with, in his vain endeavours to crush him.

(i) T. 1. Epist. 42. () T. 1. Epist. 44.
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Other adversaries also, as was to be expected, appeared ;
but, though some were eminent for learning, as Silvestro
da Prierio, the master of the sacred palace, they seem to -
have despised the almost unknown Friar; and to have
considered it enough to expose his inconsistencies and
- sophisms, without entering into any laboured proofs of the
truths and practices which he assailed. But, if the being
denounced as a heretic by Eck ruffled Luther’s pride, and
drove him on to greater rashness, the production of Prierio,
if it did not convince, at least showed Luther, if before
doubtful or ignorant, what reception his opinions were
likely to meet with at Rome, and the fate which must
eventually await him. Accordingly, in anticipation, it
would seem, of the sentence of excommunication, he
began to assail the use of that spiritual weapon; to deny
its validity ; and, at the same time, to prepare the minds
of the people, by tongue and pen, for an assault on the
authority of the Pope ;—an authority which he could not -
help foreseeing he would soon be driven to yield to, or
resist, when brought to bear against him. For this pur-
Eose, whilst he still })rofessed to venerate that authority,
e continually mingled, with the most servile and ex-
aggerated declarations of submission, raillery and irony on
the Papal power; wondered why the Pope, with a word,
did not empty Purgatory of souls ; and with such like sar-
casms, suited to the populace, endeavoured to prepare for
the coming struggle. In the Diet of Augsburgh, the
Emperor Maximilian drew the attention of that assembly
to the novelties of Luther, as threatening danger to the
state ; and, at the same time, addressed a letter to Leo ;
directing his attention to the same subject ; asking him to
deliver his judgment on the opinions of Luther ; and
promising that he, on his part, would provide that what-
ever that decision might be, it should be observed in the
Empire, notwithstanding the secret support which Luther
was receiving from certain persons in authority. But, as
the event showed, the Emperor had overrated his power ;
for the Elector of Saxony was nothing daunted by the
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Pontifical judgment and command which soon followed,—
egged on, perhaps, to this opposition, by the neglect of
Leo and of the Emperor to secure beforehand his con-
currence.

CHAPTER III.

Luther summoned to Rome.—His fears.—Appeals to
the Elector.—Letter from the University of Wittemberg
in his favour.—His duplicity.—Fresh errors and general
system. :

Nine months after Luther’s first outbreak, there was
issued, in August, 1518, a monitory, by the Auditor della
Camera, requiring the obnoxious Friar to appear at Rome
' in person, within the term of sixty days ; there to give an
account of his opinions, and to clear himself, if possible,
from the charges urged against his orthodoxy. That
same officer was, according to custom, appointed the judge
in the cause, and there was also deputed as his theologian,
the master of thie sacred palace; with the power of re-

jecting him as an interested party, should Luther feel so

disposed.

g‘his citation was a source of much perplexity to Luther.
He saw clearly that to be judged was to be condemned ;
and though, when at a distance, the Pontifical denun-
ciation of heresy may have seemed to him of little moment,
it now filled him with alarm ; he hesitated on the brink of
the precipice, and feared to take the final leap. The
Elector had, indeed, promised him, that he should not be
removed by force from Germany ; but he knew that
politics enter largely into the actions of princes; and his
earnest appeals to that prince, and to his adviser and
friend, George Spalatin, whilst they exhibit a wish to
persevere, show also the fears, and doubts, and waverings
of a mind ill at ease, and fearful of the coming storm. He
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was especially anxious to secure, by means of that prince,
that his trial might take place within Germany, which
would enable him, if condemned, to appeal to the Pope;
and thus, by gaining time, feel his way more surely, and
surround himself, if possible, with more powerful and
active friends.
- From the university of Wittemberg, he obtained a
;)et.ition to the Pope, and a testimony, strangely enough, in
avour of his orthodoxy, and adherence to every doctrine
taught by the Roman Church ; to which that university
professed the profoundest veneration and obedience ; with
the further statement, that the propositions advanced by
Luther, and which had moved the Eostﬂity of some, were
merely opinions advanced by way of doubt and argument,
and not decisions or dogmas propounded as matters of
faith. But, fearing lest this application might be rejected
by Leo, Luther besought the Elector to pretend, that he
had been applied to for a safe-conduct through his states ;
that he had refused the request ; and, as the time had now
elapsed within which such application should have been
made, in order to deceive, and yet show his willingness but
inability to obey, Luther proposed that the letters of re-
fusal should be ante-dated, and thus make it appear that
he had made the request in time, and only been prevented
from appearing to the citation, by the refusal of his pass-
ports.(!) There is no evidence to show that the Elector
was ever disposed to act this palpable deceit and falsehood.
He seems to have contented himself with requesting Car-
dinal Cajetan, who was then the Legate from the Roman
court to Cesar,() to interpose his influence with Leo to
prevent the cause from being tried out of Germany.
Meanwhile, Luther had increased the hostility of the
Roman court, by advancing, in the university of Heidel-
berg, other and more monstrous errors; such as, that all

() Pallav. L. 1. c. vii. ’
(m) He was one of the four Legates sent to the chief powers of Europe, to or-

ganise an opposition to the inroads of the Turk.
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human actions are mortal sins ; that faith alone suffices for
salvation ; that, since Adam’s fall, man’s free will is utterly
lost; that the human will is a merely passive instrument
in all good works, and does not in any way concur towards
their performance ;—opinions so extravagant and ludicrous,
that, as Luther himself confesses, they made his hearers
laugh outright as he promulgated them. And no wonder: -
though their accordance with human negligence and luke-

warmness soon obtained for themr a ready reception in
theory, as they have ever been the rules of conduct of too
many in practice. Strange, however, as these opinions
are, it is easy to show, as many have done,(®) their neces-
sary, or intimate, connexion with his first principles of
error, in regard of indulgences and penance.- And though
it may be true, that certain Scholastics had maintained
those principles, they had few followers at any time in the
Church, and had ceased to be supported, since the defi-
nitions of various councils, especiali)y of Lateran, in regard
of the sacraments; and the doctrine of numerous Papal
constitutions, especially the celebrated one of Clement VI.
It is not my intention, however, to trace the gradual de-
velopment of his opinions ; suffice it to say that, having at
length adopted the opinion that nothing was to be believed
but what, according to his fancy, the Scriptures clearly
teach—though, by a strange inconsistency, he admitted
the inspiration of each apostle, and apostolic writing, nay
of writings not by apostles, and framed for himself a canon
of Scripture which the Scripture does not teach ; and
forced, ﬁy his own position and acts, to deny the existence,
by divine institution, of any infallible interpreter, or autho-
rity divinely appointed to perpetuate the knowledge of the
truths of revelation—he at once took up all the ancient
landmarks, and lifted the sole barrier against any species
of folly, or novelty, which the human mind could imagine
to be based on the sacred volume. Nay, he reduced the
conscientious examiner to the necessity of continually in-

(n) See the matter ably handled by Pallav. L. 1. c. viii.
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novating ; according as his varying judgment might be
led to adopt, or reject, opinions as traced in the inspired
writings. He indeed sowed the wind, and had, long
before his death, to reap the whirlwind : *the same thing
was lawful for the Valentinians as for Valentinus, the same
for the Marcionites as for Marcion—to change the faith
according to their own pleasure.”(°)

. The supremacy of the Pope, it may be remarked,
though not at once repudiated, was soon, when exercised
against him, discovered, or declared, to be unscriptural ;
a discovery which as it, at once, threw into the hands of
his supporters the revenues of numerous benefices to be'
scramEled for, they naturally enough were not slow in re-
garding as exhibiting the reformation in a peculiarly at-
tractive and golden light. Not that the poor were thereby
benefited ; nay they became poorer still ; as the history,
probabg', of every country, where this principle has been
received, shows ; but, the rich were made richer; and the
accumulation of enormous masses of lands and revenues,
and of equal masses of destitution, may safely be dated as
receiving a vast impulse at that period. Thus, with faith
alone as the means of salvation; ecclesiastical laws abro-
gated ; private judgment, even in the most ignorant, ex-
alted into the sole guide and criterion of faith; free will
denied, to the quieting of many a troubled conscience, as
a bait for the masses; and, added to these inducements,
the prospect of riches for the powerful and wealthy ; the
system of Luther was well adapted indeed for those nomi-
nal, lukewarm, and worldly-minded Christians, who, in all
ages and countries, form the vast bulk of the community ;
was a ready-made foundation whereon to build a battery
against all the mysteries of faith; the requirements of
morality ; all subordination in religion; and eventuated,
but too often, in the disorganisation of all constituted
authority.

(°) Tertull. de Preescrip.
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CHAPTER 1V.

The Pope’s Breve.—Luther's cause to be tried by Caje-
tan.—The three interviews between Luther and Cajetan.—
Conduct of Staupiz.— Luther offers a compromise.—Stau.!
piz flies from Augsburgh.—Is followed by Luther.—His
letter and protest—Cajetan’s letter to Frederick—Who
communicates it to Luther.—His answer.—Is supported
by the University of Wittemberg.—State of parties.

Leo was not sorry to be able to yield to Frederick’s
request to have the cause of Luther tried in Germany ;
as he was enabled thereby not only to gratify a prince
whom he wished to conciliate; but also to employ the most
eminent theologian of his day, Cardinal De Vio, or, as he
is commonly called, Cajetan. The proceedings between
Luther and Cajetan have been so often reported, that it
will be enough to give a rapid account of that transaction.
The Emperor granted Luther a safe-conduct to proceed
to Augsburgh where the Legate was stationed ;(?) having,
however, previously ascertained, that, to this act of his,
the Legate would make no open objection. That prelate
had already received, from Rome, a Breve in which the
notoriety of the heresies of Luther is stated; he is com-
missioned to receive him again into the unity of the church,
if penitent ; but, if unchanged and obdurate, to call in the
aid of the secular power, and to imprison him ; or, if that
should not be feasible or advisable, to excommunicate him
and all his adherents, of whatsoever rank and condition,
save and except the Emperor.

In the very first interview, the Cardinal perceived that
he had to deal with one who had already really repudiated

: ~
(r) Pallav. L. 1, c. ix., citing Cajetan’s lctter to Frederick. Some accounts
make the safe-conduct reach Luther at Augsburgh.
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¢he authority -of the Church ; and who came, therefore, as
xa disputant to argue against her doctrine, and not as a
believer prepared to submit to her decisions, when
plainly set forth' and manifested. He, therefore, declared
to Luther, that he was not there to argue with him, as if
the faith of the Church were doubtful or debatable, but to
receive his adhesion to that faith, if he were disposed to
/accede to her authority ; or, if he chose to repudiate it,
"on him was to be the blame, and his the usual punish-
ment of excommunication from her communion.(?

l Luther returned, on the following day, to the Cardinal,
but in a manner utterly unexpected by that prelate ; for
K’he came accompanied by a notary, and four councillors,
jand shortly afterwards there appeared John Staupiz, the
Vicar General of the Augustinians in Germany. The
motary read a document, wherein Luther protested that, so
far was it from being his intention to oppose any one doc-
ftrine of the Church, he even submitted wglatever he had said,
lor written, or should write for the time to come, to the
judgment of the Church. He was sure, however, that his
doctrines had been hitherto orthodox, and conformable tothe
ssacred Scripture ; was ready to defend them in public dispu-
tation, or to submit them to the decision of the three chief
universities of the empire, Basel, Fribourg, and Louvain,
and would not refuse to abide by the judgment of the
university of Paris: though he could hardly be ignorant,
that the Rope would never submit to have the case referred
to any other tribunal than his own. The event seems to
show, that all this was but to gain time: for when the
universities of Cologne and Louvain, and later the univer-
sity of Paris, formally condemned his opinions, he took
not the slightest heed of their decisions, further than to
assail them with his usual ferocious invective and pungent
ridicule. To Luther’s proposal the Cardinal made a reply
similar to that given on &e previous day,—that he required

(9) See the account given by the Cardinal’s secretary, Giambattista Flavio, in
his funcral oration on Cajetan; and Luther’s statements in his letters.

C
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him to submit to the Church, and to condemn and revoke:
his past errors.

On withdrawing, Luther applied himself to the Consti--
tution, Unigenitus, so often cited against him, and fancyingy
to have discovered that the expressions of that Constitution;
were not unfavourable to his opinions, he returned on the
following day to the Cardinal, armed with a lengthened
written argument, in which he endeavoured to prove, thai
he had not in any way opposed the declarations of Clemen
V1. This but the more convinced the Cardinal, that mer
disputation was useless with the character that he had
deal with; and, accordingly, having, in a few words,
noticed the futility of the argument of Luther on th
Papal Constitution, he declined having any further inter-f
view with him, except to receive his submission to the
judgment and doctrine of the Church, and the recantationt
of his past errors. |

These three interviews are noticed, both by Cajetan and
Luther, in their letters to the Elector of Saxony ; and the
amenity of the Cardinal, and his real earnestness to be o
service to Luther, are borne witness to by that heretic, i
the account published by him of that event ; his sole com+
plaint being, that Cajetan refused to argue with him, but
required of him to retract his errors, as opposed to the
authority of the Church, and the declarations of her sove-
reign Pontiffs,—authorities, be it remembered, which he
still atfected to respect and submit to.

But, to such a quiet submission, Luther was not only
constitutionally opposed, but there is reason to believe,
that the Vicar General of his Order, Staupiz, in his hos-
tility to the rival order of the Dominicans, whilst he in
public exhorted him to relent, in private and in reality
confirmed him in his obstinacy; little imagining, at the
time, to what a precipice this duplicity was leading; but,
too soon to be fearfully convinced of the danger of indulg-
ing in such animosities and double dealing.(*)

(r) Pallav. L. 1,, ¢c. ix.
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Before departing from Augsburgh, Luther, being now
denied access to the Cardinal, addressed a letter to him ;(*)
in which, having stated his inability to retract opinions
which to him did not seem erroneous, he oﬂ‘ereg, as a
t}:ecies of compromise, to express his regret, openly from
t:he pullgit, for having spoken disrespectfully of the Sove-
rreign Pontiffs; and promising to abstain, for the future,
ifrom all attacks on Indulgences, provided his adversaries
would, on their parts, observe a similar silence in his re-
gard, and in defence of that subject;—a condition which

bviously could not be acceded to, as it not only involved

e suppression of a truth admitted amongst all Christians,

d would leave Luther to hold, if though but in private,

eterodox opinions; but also, because, not on that point
nly, but on many others, had he put forth statements

directly opposed to doctrines and practices of the Catholic
hurch.

To this offer, therefore,—which is a significant fact in
the history of this innovator,—the Cardinal gave no reply:
a silence which so alarmed Staupiz, that, unprotectes as
he was by a safe-conduct, he hastily withdrew from Augs-
burgh, and was soon afterwards imitated by Luther, who,
however, before departing, left a letter of excuse for his
sudden departure, and entered his protest against the re-
jection of his overtures,—which protest was, on the day
after his departure, fixed up in the market-place of Augs-
burgh. In it he endeavoured to justify his refusal, or un- .
willingness, to appear in person at Rome ; complained that
no attempt had been made to refute his opinions by texts
of Scripture ; and declared that, under such circumstances,
to recant would be to act against his conscience, and dis-

leasing to the Elector, who would prefer this his appeal
Eefore any such repudiation of his tenets. His departure,
he represented, was absolutely necessary on account of his
extreme poverty; but that this step of his was not to be
considered as indicating any unwillingness to submit to the

(%) Dated Oct. 17, 1518.
c2
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Pope and to the Church,—authorities to which he woul
ever, and in every place, be obedient; that he appealet
from the Legate, as a judge who was by him suspected
as being a Dominican, an admirer of the Scholastic The:
ology, and especially of that of St. Thomas; and finally
that he appealed from the Pope ill informed, to the Pope
under better guidance and light. i

Thus terminated this singular exhibition of conflictin;
feelings on the part of Luuther; of obedience professed an
disobedience practised; of acknowledged veneration fod
Catholic doctrine and practice, and palpable opposition %
the belief and usage of the whole Christian world. A sin
gular exhibition indeed for a supposed messenger from
God : if such was his character, he betrayed it by hypocrisf
and time serving ; if not God’s messenger, he was a meg
senger of Satan; if not an apostle of the Gentiles, he wai
a Saul; if he believed the authority of the Church, why
resist it ; if he disbelieved the supremacy of the Pope, why
not reject it ; if he believed it, and recognised the see o'
Peter as the centre of unity, why did he practically then'
and openly later, separate himself from it ? :

Cajetan continued, even after the departure, or flight
of Luther, to exercise the same moderation towards him
and contented himself with informing the Elector o
Saxony, by letter, of the result of his interviews with
Luther; representing him as undoubtedly holding heretical
opinions; as using the poorest shifts to evade the clearest
declarations of the Church, or of the Sovereign Pontiffs ;
and advising the Elector to withdraw his protection from
one tainted with heresy, and thus keep his own conscience
and territories clear from the infection of heterodoxy. But
this advice was rendered fruitless, by the instances of Stau-
piz and Spalatin, both of whom having egged on Luther,
and induced the Elector to support him, seem to have
been,—though, in the main, orthodox enough, at least the
former,—unwilling to be. considered as injudicious and
short-sighted in their judgment and counsels.

Acting on their recommendation, he communicated the
Cardinal’s letter to Liuther, who addressed a flattering and
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a1 tful reply to the Elector ; submitting himself to him as
his judge; expressin% his readiness to yield on the ques-
tion of the treasure of Indulgences ; but declaring himself
inicapable of denying that, for the reception of the grace of
God communicate(f in the sacraments, it is absolutely
necessary for the receiver to have an undoubting faith and
certainty that such grace is received by him,—a doctrine
which, in his judgment, was so clearly scriptural, that
Jae could not in conscience teach otherwise. He acknow-
ledges, that the Cardinal had treated him with kindness
and urbanity ; but complains bitterly, as usual, of the at-
tempt to obtain his retractation witiout first convincing
nim, by Scripture, of the fallacy of his opinions :—a com-
laint to which few judges would attach much weight or
1inportance, in their dealings with those brought before
their tribunals; and which, so long as Luther affected to
submit to the Church, and above all to the Pope, was as
inconsistent as it was hypocritical.
. . The university of Wittemberg again supported Luther
in this emergency, by an address to the Elector; but in a
more subdued and hesitating tone than previously ; for
the recommendation was limited by the condition, that
Luther was deserving of support, provided he did not
withdraw himself from obedience to the Church of Rome,
and did not refuse to satisfy the demands of the Sovereign
Pontiff. This, in fact, seems to have been a time, when all
parties were in a state of hesitation, wavering, and doubt;
and it has been thought that, if the Bull, which Leo sub-
sequently £ub1ished, detailing the numerous and enormous
errors of Luther, had been then fulminated, the heresy of
that innovator would have been effectually crushed. In
fact Luther had, at that time, many observers, and waiters
on events, influenced’ by numerous motives whether good
or evil, but he had but few friends, or real followers and
admirers; and the contest had not as yet enlisted the
passions of the combatants, nor become a political, as well
as a religious, movement ; nor had it as yet begun to help
the temporal, as it professed to promote the eternal, in-
terests of greedy ang discontented or deluded men.
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CHAPTER V.

Luther appeals to a General Council.—Bull on Indul
gences.—Luther condemned by the universities of Louvait
and Cologne.—Death of Maxzimilian.—Leo’s letter an¢
present to Frederick.—Miltitz appointed Legate.—His in:
terview with Luther.— Luther’s promises.— Arbitratios
agreed to,

Cajetan’s letter had made it plain to Luther, that hi
condemnation at Rome was not only certain, of which h
could have had no real doubt throughout, but also that :
would speedily follow, as the necessary result of the intex
views at Augsburgh. It was, therefore, his obvious policy
—so long as it seemed his interest, or his duty, to profes
submission to the Church, and adhesion to the Sovereig:
Pontiff,—to anticipate that sentence, and thereby escap
the appearance of resisting the decision of the Pontif
~ only a.(lt)er his own condemnation had appeared ; and thy
seeming to deny that authority, because exercised again
himself. He, accordingly, changed at once his tone ar
ground. Hitherto, he had, in language the most en
phatic, if not subservient and exaggerated, placed himse
and his opinions at the feet of the Pontiff, to be by hir
approved, or condemned ; he now had a document prepared
by a public notary, and published at Wittemberg, on the
twengf-eighth of November, 1518, wherein, whilst he pro-
fessed obedience to the Church, and submission to the
Roman Pontiff, when well informed, as Cbrist’s vicar on
earth; he observed that, even as Peter had erred, so
might his successors ; and that, should the Pope, as was
likely from the tenor of Cajetan’s letter, condemn him, he
appealed from the Pontiff misinformed by his judges, and
misinterpreting the Scriptures, to a General Council of
the Church, which was above the Pope.
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Leo no longer delayed the long expected condemnation ;
b ut addressed a Bull,(t) on the subject of indulgences, to
his Legate, who was then at Linz. Cajetan published
that document on the thirteenth of December,(*) and
caused numerous copies to be circulated throughout Ger-
inany. The Bull of Leo was speedily followed by similar
condemnations of the opinions of Luther, from the univer-
ssities of Cologne and Louvain, both of which approved of
the decisions promulgated by Leo. But, the eflect of
‘these condemnations was rendered less, or even useless,
:as regards the innovators, by the death of Maximilian,
which took place, about a month after the publication of
ihe Bull, that is, on January the twelfth, 1519. This
vent placed the Elector of Saxony at the head of the
Germanic Confederation ; and, whilst it deprived the
Catholic party of their mainstay in those countries, gave
esh courage and boldness to the supporters of the new -
deas.
But Leo resolved to make a last attempt to gain over
‘Frederick; and, for this end, taking advantage of his
“revious zeal for religion, which had led him to build and
Fndow the magnificent church of the Apostles, in his
ortress of Wittemberg ; and to establish a university, in-
the same city ;(*) he resolved to send him the golden rose,
which it is usual for the Sovereign Pontiff to bless on the
fourth Sunday of Lent, and to present to some one of the
Christian princes who has deserved well of Christendom.
Miltitz, a German by birth, of a noble family, and the
one to whom the university of Wittemberg hax{ entrusted
the protection of Luther’s interests at the Roman court,
was chosen as the most suitable person to convey the
present to Frederick. He was also provided with the most
affectionate Breves, addressed to the Elector, to Spalatin,

(t) It was signed on Nov. 8, 1518. Pallav. Lib. 1. c. xii.

(*) Pallav. L. c.

(%) Carlostadt was archdeacon of the Church; Luther professor of theology
in the university ; and Melancthon of belles lettres.
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and to other chief ministers of that prince, to withdra'w
them, if possible, from supporting Luther.

But Leo was doomed to find his condescension to:
late, and worse than useless. The Elector declined to
receive the present publicly from the Papal Nuncio, who

" "was accordingly compelled to have it conveyed to him by

the hands of others. Frederick, however, professed, not:
to support the novelties of Luther; but neither would he
condemn him, nor withdraw his countenance from him
In this emergency, Miltitz endeavoured to gain ove%
Luther, by other methods than those used by Cajetan.
At the command of the Elector, Luther had an intervie

with the Legate, who sought,—Dby praises of his learnin

~ and ability, by severe reproof of his adversary Tetzel, no

sparing even the Elector of Mainz,—to induce Luther t
cease from his attacks on the Catholic religion, and to,
retract his errors on the question of Indulgences.

But Luther, feeling his advantage, assumed the tone of
a conqueror ; declared a reconciliation to be now impos-{
sible ; that the fault lay with the Elector of Mainz, whose
violence had driven:things to the extremity in which they
then were; and that the Pope was responsible for the
conduct of that bishop, whom };le ought to have reproved §
but that the cupidity of his Questors and Florentine
ministers had deceived him ; with other accusations of a
like kind, which Miltitz thought proper to receive in
writing, and to bear with patiently.

As the fruit of this spint of forbearance, or temporising,
he obtained from Luther a promise, to maintain silence on
the question of Indulgences, provided his opponents would,
on their parts, observe a similar restraint, and thus “allow
the affair to die out of itself;” to acknowledge the exces-
sive severity of his language towards his oIonnents; to
publish a writing wherein he would exhort the people to
adhere to the pure worship of the Church of Rome ; and,
finally, to write such a letter to the Roman Pontiff as

- would prove his desire of reconciliation.

In fulfilment of this promise, a piece soon appeared in
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which he proclaims the Church of Rome as honoured of
'God above all others; in her two apostles, forty-six Popes,
.and hundreds of thousands of martyrs had shed their
‘blood, and made her an especial object of God’s regard ;
that whatsoever of evil there might be in her could never
justify separation from her, for God must not be abandoned
on account of the Devil, neither is there any sin nor evil
which should destroy charity, or break unity. He con-
demns his own unmeasured language, mingling, however,
even with his expressions of sorrow for the past, new
‘bitterness and insults.

On the third of March, he also addressed a letter to
Leo, in which, though written in a tone of respect, he
justified his past conduct as forced on him by necessity ;
and concluded, by again declaring his unbounded devoted-
ness to the Roman Church and to the Sovereign Pontiff,
in these words; ‘“And now, most blessed Father, I protest

efore God, and all his creatures, that I have never in-

ended, nor do I now intend, to touch or prejudice, by any
|craft, the power of the Roman Church, or of your blessed-
txess. Yea, I most fully confess, that the power of that

hurch is above all things; and that nothing, in earth or
heaven, ought to be ranked above it, but Jesus Christ.
alone, the Lord of all.” )

Miltitz, furthermore, induced Luther to refer the whole
affair to some unbiassed judge ; and for this purpose the
ArchbishoP Elector of Treves was fixed upon ;(*) but,
when the time had arrived for fulfilling this promise, he
excused himself from its performance, in a long letter
addressed to the Legate, pleading his fears of treachery
and of murder on the road; his poverty; the presence of
Cajetan whom he now denounced as not being even a
Christian ; and, adding further, that the consent of Rome
to this step had not as yet arrived ; with similar manifest
evasions.

(x) Sce Luther’s account of this, Epp. i. p. 209.
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CHAPTER VI.

Disputation with Eck.—Supremacy of the Pope, as of
divine right, denied.—Further negotiations between Miltitz’
and Luther.—Luther offers to be reconciled.—Spread of
heresy.—Zuingle.—Luther’s fresh errors.—Caricatures of:
the Pope.—Leo’s Breves to the university of Wittemberg:
and the Elector Frederick.—Luther’s letter to the Emperor
Charles.— Burns the Decretals and Papal Bull.—Aleander
appointed Legate.— Erasmus. i

Amongst the more reasonable of his excuses was his
approaching disputation with Eck, which was to take place
shortly at Leipsic; of which, after various delays, the

. universities of Erfurt and Paris had been agreed upon as
judges and arbitrators. It is, however, foreign from the
purpose of these pages to enter into the details of that

~ discussion, which began on the 27th of June, 1519, be~

- tween Eck and Carlostadt, and was then continued by
Luther ; but the reader, who wishes for a well digested
abstract of the arguments on both sides, will find it in
Pallavicino’s history.(*) It may, however, be remarked,

‘that it was here, that Luther first publicly denied the
supremacy of the Pope to be of divine right.(*) '

Still Miltitz persevered in his endeavours to gain over
Luther ; and, during two entire years, spared nothing to
bring about that result ; but he was unfortunately betrayed
into conduct but little suited to his character and dignity ;

(¥) L. 1. c. xv.—xvii.

(3) His thirteenth proposition, opposed by Eck, was as follows: ‘That the
Roman Church is superior to all others is proved from the frigid decrees of Roman
Pontiffs who have lived within the last 400 years; against which are the authentic
records of eleven hundred years; the words of Scripture; and the decrees of the
Council of Nice, the most sacred of all the Councils.”
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and thus, as the event proved, all his efforts were worse
than useless. He, however, obtained, by the interference
of a chapter of the Order to which Luther still nominally
belonged, another letter from Luther to the Pope,(*) in
which, his tone becoming more imperious, he treats with
Leo on the conditions of peace, rather as a dictator than
as a subject. He now throws all the blame on Eck ; dis-
claims having had any intention of assailing the authority
of the Sovereign Pontiff, but asserts that such a course
had been forced upon him(*) at the discussion at Leipsic; -
pours forth a torrent of abuse on that adversary and on
Cajetan ; and concludes with offering to be reconciled, on
two conditions which he knew it was impossible to grant ;—
that he should not be forced to recant ; and that he should
not be restrained in his private interpretation of the sacred
IScriptures.
¢/ Meanwhile, the seeds of heresy which Luther had sown
| began to grow up into a harvest ; not only in Germany,
‘but also in other countries, especially in Switzerland ; where
! Zuingle, if not taught to innovate by Luther, had learned
‘boldness from his example, and, advancing more resolutely
to the work of destruction, not only adopted or preached
Ithe errors of Luther, but acquired notoriety by denying and
‘ridiculing many doctrines which his prototype still firmly
maintained. Similar innovators began to infect other por-
tions of Europe ; some led, by the hope of gain, to repair
their ruined fortunes; others, by hatred of all things
sacred, or of existing political institutions; others, by
other motives, more or less virtuous, wicked, or selfish,
joined in the general confusion which, both religious and
political, agitated the age. 'When the centre stone, of
authority and of prescription was removed, it was not to be
wondered at, that the arch of truth tottered, and that the
whole edifice was endangered.

(2) Dated April 6, 1520. .
. () That this was manifestly false, is plain from the 13th proposition already
given.
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It was now plain that nothing was to be expected from
Luther, by the use of forbearance and kindness ; nay his
errors naturally went on increasing, as the poisonous germ
began gradually to unfold itself. He now denied that the
sacraments were divinely instituted to bestow grace ; that
baptism cancels original sin ; allowed the power and right
of absolution to women ; demanded the use of the chalice
as necessary for the laity ; asserted that the souls in pur-
gatory are capable of fresh sins; assailed the mendicant
Orders ; and published the grossest and most indecent
lampoons and caricatures, both by pen and pencil, on the
Pope, the Cardinals, and the court of Rome generally.

£eo was, at length, really aroused from his past careless-
ness or hopes ; and by the advice of his Legate, and that
of Eck especially, resolved to fulminate a Bull,(°) con-
demning tﬁe numerous errors of Luther.(!) Considering
the character of that heretic, it was perhaps unfortunate
that Eck had so large a share in the preparation of that
document, and that to him the execution of it was con-
signed. Be this as it may, Eck carried the Bull into
Germany as a trophy of his own victories ; and, acting as
Legate apostolic to many of his German princes, caused
it to be published, and, as far as he could, to be executed,
throughout their dominions. Luther took occasion from
this to represent the Bull as the production of his personal
enemies ;(°) whilst the universities, which had already de-
nounced the errors of the Friar, in almost the very terms
used by the Pontiff, received it with joy and triumph.
To the university of Wittemberg, the Pope addressed a
* special Breve, in which he exhorted that body to abide in

the ancient faith ; and commanded them, under grievous
%enalties, to see to the execution of the Bull in all its parts.

(¢) Dated June 15, 1520.

(d) Forty-one propositions, extracted out of Luther’s works, were condemned.

() The preparation of the Bull was the subject of frequent debate and consul-
tation amongst the most eminent theologians and canonists of Rome. It was
con;igneld especially to the care of Pietro Accolti, bishop of Ancona, afterwards
Cardinal.
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Frederick being then absent from his capital, the members
of that university addressed him by letter to ascertain his
‘wishes and intentions. That Elector had already received
a most affectionate letter from the Pontiff, representing to
him, thatit was on his account that he hati) so0 long re-
frained from publicly condemning Luther; and after hint-
ing pretty plainly that it was on his support alone that the
hopes and cause of Luther rested ; he conjured him,
eitger to induce Luther to recant and so obtain his pardon,
.or to proceed against him by the Bull just published. The
answer of the Elector to the university was couched in
ambiguous terms, betraying the uncertainty of that prince,
und that he still wavered between the religion of his fathers
and of his youth, and the novelties of Luther. In this
lemergency, Luther, besides appealing again to a General
{Council, strove to gain over the mind of the newly elected
Emperor, Charles V.; depicting to him the tyranny of
|the Roman Pontiffs over Germany, and the glory which
ould accrue to him by casting off that yoke, and exer-
cising, not only in temporals, but in spirituals, an indepen-
dent authority. But his expectations were soon frustrated ;
ffor the Emperor, on his return from England, ordered the
tworks of Luther to be burnt in Brabant, in the university
of Louvain, and in other places under his sway.
- Luther seems to have been driven to desperation by this
insult; and with the connivance at the least of the Elector
Frederick, and with the approval of the university of Wit- -
temberg, he in revenge caused, on the tenth of December,
a huge pile to be raised outside the walls of the city ; and, -
having publicly invited the Academicians to witness the -
spectacle, dproceeded with a large escort to the spot fixed
upon, and cast into the flames a copy of the various
volumes which form the Canon law, adding the Bulls of
Leo, the writings of Eck, and those of Emser ; exclaim-
ing ; “Because you have troubled the holy one of the
Lord, may everlasting fire overwhelm you.” This ex-
-ample was imitated by his partisans in two or three of the
cities of Germany, and even in Leipsic, under the very
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eyes of Duke George. Whether from remorse, or policy,

however, Luther soon afterwards endeavoured to palliate

this conduct, and to represent it as not done in hostility
to the Roman Pontiff, who, he was sure, neither approved

of the errors contained in that code, nor of the burning of
his (Luther’s) works. But the wonder is that, after this:
public exhibition by the university, the Canon law still con- :
tinued to be taught in that very university which had thus
appeared to approve of its destruction and of the reproaches-
thrown on its contents by Luther, and that this office was
filled by the fast friend of Luther, Justus Jonas. The secret
is, that the professors of Canon law derived abundant re-
muneration from teaching it ; the law students from prac-
tising it ; and the city itself from the numerous students
who crowded thither to learn it.

- But Leo was not to be deceived by the idle protestations
* of Luther: he accordingly selected one of the most able
' and active ofhis court as Nuncio to Charles ; and if virtue,
- ability, and zeal could have stayed the evil, Aleander
would have succeeded. He immediatelyrepaired to Charles,
and the first result of his interview has been seen in the
burning of Luther’s works in the patrimonial states of the

Emperor ; in spite of the open and secret opposition of

Erasmus, who, at that time, was closely leagued with

" Luther, he caused the same to be done at Cologne ; and ob-

tained from the Emperor that an edict should be published,

prohibiting the works of Luther throughout the whole ex-

tent of that Monarch’s dominions. Though foiled in this

opposition, Erasmus confirmed the wavering mind of the

Elector ; who, upon the representation of Aleander, tha.
he could not remain united to the Church of Christ,

and continue his support of Luther, referred to Erasmus
for advice; who replied, that he knew of nothing to be

condemned so far in Luther’s doctrine ; and thus settled
the mind, or furnished an excuse to the conscience, of
that prince. Meanwhile, this same Erasinus was writing
letters of the most flattering and submissive character
to the Pontiff, who replied to him in a kindly tone;
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i1forming, however, his Legate, who expressed his won-
der at this conduct, that he was not unacquainted
with the real disposition and tendency of Erasmus ;
but that it was thought prudent not to irntate him by un-
mecessary hostility. The works of Luther were also con-
isigned to the flames, not only at Cologne, but also at
Mainz, Treves, Alberstadt, Misna, Marsburgh, and in
otfier cities of Germany. If this served no other purpose,
it 'was thought useful as a practical demonstration, to the
pnasses, of the character of Luther’s writings.

i

)

| CHAPTER VIIL

. The Legate’s purpose.—Bull excommunicating Luther.—
iet of Worms.—Aleander’s speech.— Luther summoned.—
is conduct.—Refuses to abide by the General Councils.

Ordered to leave Germany.—Concealed at Wertburgh.—
laced under the Ban of the Empire.

| Aleander was not content with this mere demonstration, .

but directed all his efforts to cause Luther and his writings .

to be placed under the Ban of the Empire. To attain this
object, after having encountered and surinounted numerous

difficulties and varied opposition, he obtained from Rome °

a Bull, published on the third of January, 1521, in which
not only was Luther’s doctrine condemned as heretical,
but Luther himself proclaimed a heretic, without any of
the limitations and conditions hitherto introduced ; as the
term fixed for his recantation was long since elapsed, and
he had proved himself obstinate.

He also caused it to be clearly understood, that the errors
of Luther were not confined to a denial of Pontifical autho-
rity and jurisdiction, but extended to the sacraments, and
other articles of faith, and renewed the abhorred heresies of
Wickliff and of Huss. In this, he derived especial aid,
from the condemnation of Luther which had been issued,
_ a short time previously, from the university of Paris.

~

-
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Meanwhile the Lutherans, on their part, were not idle
The most flagitious calumnies were circulated against th
Pope and Aleander; verses, songs, pictures, and carica
tures were scattered throughout Germany to ridicule the
authority of the Pontiff; and threats of revolution were
held out if any such step were taken against Luther. .

But a more powerful aid than all this was to be found
in the Elector of Saxony, whose authority, for a whi'

_ deterred the Diet, then assembled at Worms, from pr..
ceeding to its final sentence. But Aleander appeared ir
person in that assembtlﬁ'; and, in a discourse which occu
pied several hours in the delivery, proved, from the letter.
and writings of Luther which he produced and read fron
in that assembly, that he had not only violated every pro
mise which he had given to recant his errors if condemne
by the Pontiff, and his Sledge to abide by the decisions ¢
the universities, but had gone on step by step increasing
in audacity and violence and error, till nothing was tos
vile for his pen and tongue where the authority and perso1
of the Sovereign Pontiff were concerned, or the ancien
doctrines of the Church to be impugned. He warned th
Diet of the danger to the tranquillity of the state, as we:
as to the unity of religion, which any further terms keg
with Luther and his party must necessarily entail ; and, b
these facts, and his eloquence, produced so profound a:
impression on the minds and fears of the assembly, the
Luther was summoned to appear in person at the Diet.

Aleander was indeed averse to this summons; but,
upon the representation of the Elector of Saxony, that the
works cited, though bearing Luther’s name, could not, he
was persuaded, be from that individual's pen, it was re-
solved to hear from his own lips his real sentiments.
Luther, on the other hand, seems to have been delighted
at the opportunity of professing his faith, or of obtaining
further notoriety ; and, having obtained a safe-conduct,
from the Emperor, he proceeded to Worms, accompanied
by a hundred horsemen, though he entered the city with
only eight mounted attendants. On alighting at Worms,



COUNCIL OF TRENT. XXXiil

on the sixteenth of April, he cried out, that “God would
be with him ;" and, having taken up his abode near the
Elector, prepared to apﬁear before the Diet on the follow-
ing day, the seventeenth of April, 1521. The judgments
of men naturally enough varied on his habits, manners,
and appearance ; but there is no doubt that his violence,
arrogance, and ungovernable temper produced an impres-
sion any thing but favourable, on the minds of those who
were not already embarked in his cause. Before he had
been an hour before the Diet, the Emperor, having care-
fully watched and studied his demeanour, remarked to
those near him; “This man at least would never make
me a heretic.”

Instead of being suffered to launch into a lengthened
discourse, as Aleander had originally feared, he. was asked,
whether the books that had been cited were his; and
whether he still maintained the opinions therein contained.
To the first question he answered readily, that they were
from his pen; but to the second he demurred, as it was
one, he said, of difficulty, in which the word of God and
the salvation of souls were concerned, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>